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Sacred Heart Statue: 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
S Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


B-B--E-B-B-B--B---- 


Unfant of Prague Christmas Gift Package 


will help you to settle quickly and easily that ever-perplexing 
problem of what to give your friends for Christmas. Contains ,. 
the following: (1) Ever-sharp pencil, snowy-white opaque finish, ; 
with gold-plated trimmings, bearing image of Divine Infant with 
inscription: ‘‘The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you.” 
(2) 64-page booklet, with history of the devotion, accounts of 
many favors and numerous prayers. (3) Chaplet of the Infant »& 
Jesus, with directions for praying. (4) Artistic medal, mounted 
on card. (5) Picture and leaflets. (6) Gift card bearing send- we 
er’s greetings. All enclosed in an attractive gift box, $1.50 pre- + 
paid. Place your orders early to ensure timely delivery. 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
















Ecclesiastical Fabrics 


Liturgical Colors 
Gold Brocades Linens 
Bandings — Emblems Ecclesiastical Trimmings 


(Prompt Deliveries) 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 


266 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


‘“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918, 
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o which may be used as remembrances o) 





at Christmas. 


ONE Subscription 
Christmas Pictures — Packet of assorted pictures, 


propriate prayer on the reverse. OR:— 

Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — a white plastic 
pencil-holder, bearing an image of the Infant Jesus of 4 
Prague imprinted in blue, and the words: “The more you honor Me, 
the more I will bless you.’’ Pencil may be inserted in two ways for 
writing. Eraser and pencil come with each holder. OR:— 

Immaculate Heart of Mary — Holy card size picture (2% x 4 in.); 
richly colored. Unframed. An inspiring representation for one’s desk, 


or bookmark, etc. 
TWO Subscriptions 


Guardian Angel with Child — A beautiful angel watching over a 
child, full figures. Very appropriate for a child’s room. 10 x 18 inches. 
OR:— 

Artistic Picture of Our Holy Father — A very pleasing likeness 
of Pope Pius XII, lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on 
red backing. 10 x 13 inches. 


THREE Subscriptions 


Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti — An edifying biography of a 
holy Benedictine religious. OR:— 

Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord - Part I and II 
Two booklets comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers for use in 
keeping the major feasts of Our Lord in the spirit of the Liturgy. 


FIVE Subscriptions 

Thoughts on Purgatory — Reflections for every day of the month, 
and a wide variety of prayers for the departed. Small prayer book size. 
224 pages. OR: 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart — A sepia print of Baroness Von 
Oer’s charming painting. The Blessed Mother is seated among clouds, 
with the Child Jesus standing on her knee, hands outstretched. His 
Sacred Heart is shown, encircled with rays and thorns. 18 x 26 inches. 


TEN Subscriptions 
A Priest after God’s Own Heart — An ascetical manual for priests, 
prayer book size; black cloth, with red edges and gilt title. OR:— 
Confession, Direction and Particular Examen — A very practical 
and acceptable gift for religious. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Sanuk and a aa 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 44 November, 1948 No. 7 











The Living and the Dead 

O2Oeo~ i 
i> UTSIDE the Catholic Church one of the most widely dis- 
. & . M believed doctrines is that of purgatory. Many turn away 
48 pX:/Ma from the idea of a life after death; misunderstanding 
iw. ¢cd) persons scoff at the idea of a cleansing or purging after 
death, and deny that the living can help the departed by 
prayers and good works. The voice of Christ, speaking 
henna His Teaching Church, however, insistently recalls to the faith- 
ful the doctrine of the Communion of Saints, which is an article of the 
Apostles’ Creed. For some this seems to be a forgotten, or a mys- 
terious doctrine. But during the month of November, when special 
application is made to the souls in purgatory, and when the Church 
solemnly commemorates the feast of All Souls, this dogma is placed, 
as it were, in the limelight. It is quite fitting, therefore, to reflect for 
a brief space on some of the aspects of this belief, which is not only 
one of the most beautiful and consoling of Christ’s teachings, but a 

mighty example of God’s ever-prevailing mercy. 

When the soul is separated from the body, it knows immediately, 
by a direct judgment of Christ, through the ministration of the angel 
guardian, or by a sudden illumination, a mysterious voice of conscience, 
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the place whither it is to go — heaven, hell, or purgatory. If it is per- 
fectly justified, then, accompanied by its angel, it takes its flight to the 
blessed country. God receives it lovingly, gives it the new name by 
which it is to be known in heaven, and assigns to it that rank amongst 
the saints which is due to its merits. What shall henceforth be the 
existence of that soul? What shall be its operations? Shall it retain 
its relations with earth and its earthly friends? 

Pere Monsabre, in his “Conferences on Purgatory,” speaks thus: 
— “Going forth living from the bonds of death, the soul takes with 
it all its faculties, not sleeping nor condemned to inertia until the 
awakening of the flesh, which it is to resume at the end of time, but 
still capable of action, though the conditions of its activity shall be 
different. The consciousness of its personality, the intellectual habits 
which it has contracted, the knowledge which it has acquired, the mem- 
ories which are engraven upon its incorruptible substance, remain in 
it with its life.” 

The glorified soul shall retain also the power of motion, according 
to its will. The mode of transportation shall be changed, that is evi- 
dent, but the act itself shall remain. As the bird flies gently and swiftly 
through the air, so the soul, impelled by its will, shall transport itself 
from one place to another. It shall also retain the faculty of com- 
municating its thoughts and of knowing those of others. (Suarez) The 
blessed souls shall not lose their interest in what is passing upon earth. 
“They are aware,” continues Suarez, “of many particular facts, which 
they see, either in the essence of God, or in their own substance, so 
that their joy may be complete, or that they may help, in some man- 
ner, those who are still on earth. In fine, they are capable of under- 
standing and loving. That is a point of Catholic doctrine.” 


Friendship beyond the Grave 


Hence, the glorified souls preserve intelligence and affection, with 
all the memories which they have brought from their earthly life. They 
have a marvelous activity; they know the happenings of life here be- 
low; they understand, they love, and, by consequence, possess, all that 
is necessary to continue, with parents and friends, the friendly relations 
which once existed. Between the living and the dead there is then a 
union, invisible but real, a union of souls, with mutual correspondence 
and love. More, the affection of disembodied souls, freed from what- 
ever was once imperfect and human, is still more ardent and efficacious. 

Secure, henceforth, of their own happiness, and knowing its price, 
they are deeply interested in the salvation and sanctification of their 
relatives and friends. Their chief anxiety is to share one day in heav- 
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en a common felicity with those whom they continue to love with their 
whole hearts. Here we have, then, all the elements of true friendship, 
— community of goods, interchange of good offices, mutual charity. 
We give to those who are gone the tribute of remembrance, reverence, 
and good works, which add to the accidental happiness of the glorified 
souls; and they, in return, pray to God for their earthly friends. The 
friends of Jesus, living familiarly with Him, they are most favorably 
situated for gaining their petitions. There is no doubt that it is 
through their friendly intercession that we receive many considerable 
favors without having even solicited them, — good thoughts and gen- 
erous resolutions, inclining the heart to virtue, unforeseen help which 
brings relief and consolation. Who can tell how great is the bene- 
ficial influence of those heavenly souls upon our souls? 


Earth and Purgatory 


After death all the holy souls do not immediately go into heaven. 
They possess, it is true, sanctifying grace, which renders them fitted 
for the Beatific Vision, but in many of them there still remain imper- 
fections and venial faults unexpiated, debts which have not been paid 
to Divine Justice. These souls cannot then enter into the heavenly 
country, where nothing defiled can be permitted, but the Providence 
of God has provided them with a means of paying these debts and 
washing out these stains. Between heaven and hell lies a place of ex- 
piation, where, by resigned suffering, the last traces of human weak- 
ness disappear from the soul, This place is purgatory. The greater 
number of souls remain there a longer or a shorter time before being 
received into their true country. 


Condition of the Souls in Purgatory 


What is the condition of the souls in purgatory? Have they any 
relations with earth? What is the nature of those relations? 

The holy souls are at once happy and unhappy, consoled and af- 
flicted, in purgatory. They are happy, because they know they are 
destined for heaven, that they are friends of God, and that they can no 
longer offend Him by any sin; but, on the other hand, they are un- 
happy, because there are stains upon them which offend their beloved 
Father, because they are tormented exceedingly by the pains of pur- 
gatory, and because they cannot enter heaven, which is the object of all 
their desires, until they have fully satisfied Divine Justice. Moreover, 
the souls in purgatory, like those who are already in heaven, retain 
their mental faculties: intelligence, memory stored with all the im- 
pressions which they have accumulated during life; for they, too, are 
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capable of understanding and loving, even though, unlike the glorified 
souls, they do not see things which are passing upon earth, because 
they have not the Beatific Vision. But cannot God, of Himself, or 
through the ministry of His angels impart this knowledge to them? 

“The souls in purgatory,” says Suarez, “know, at least in general, 
the dangers to which we are exposed. Have they not trodden the path 
that we tread? Remembering the innumerable perils to which they 
were themselves exposed, they know ours.” These souls possess, then, 
whatsoever is necessary for the continuance of the friendly relations 
which they had with us during life. 


Earthly Friends and Purgatory 


Still more, by an admirable and all-merciful Providence, we can 
do for our friends in purgatory what it was impossible for us to do 
upon earth, — relieve their sufferings, console and heal them, render- 
ing them happy. Yes, in the very place of expiation Christian charity 
works these wonders, and Divine Justice accepts the atonement offered 
by human affection. By our prayers and good works, by our Com- 
munions and penances, above all, by the holy Sacrifice of Mass, we 
can pay the debt of our relatives and friends, and hasten the day when 
the glorious gates of the heavenly country shall open to receive them. 

“It cannot be doubted,” says St. Augustine, “that the souls in pur- 
gatory are aided by the prayers of Holy Church, by the holy Sacrifice 


of Mass, and by the alms which are given for the repose of their souls.” 


Do They Pray for Us? 


Although they are unable to pray efficaciously for themselves, many 
eminent theologians, and amongst others, Suarez, are of the opinion 
that they can pray, and that in fact they do pray, for their earthly 
friends and relatives. Do they not know our wants? Are they not 
aware, by their own experience, how much we have need of the Divine 
assistance to resist the temptations of sensuality, the suggestions of the 
devil? That is sufficient to make them, out of the love they bear us, 
pray for us. 

“As we have seen elsewhere,” says Suarez, “they are the friends of 
God, and we may be confidently assured that God will hear prayers 
which must be all powerful to touch His Heart. I will add that Our 
Lord of Himself, or through the ministry of angels, may make known 
to them our actual spiritual needs, and our recommendations to their 
prayers.” 

The example of the saints is an encouragement to this pious prac- 
tice. St. Catherine of Bologna had a most tender devotion to the souls 
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in purgatory. She prayed most fervently for them, recommended all 
her spiritual needs to them, and persuaded others to do the same, say- 
ing: “When I want to obtain any grace from the Eternal Father, I have 
recourse to the souls who are detained in purgatory; I beg them to offer 
my request in my name, to the Divine Majesty, and I feel that I am 
heard through their intervention.” 


ASSIST THE SOULS IN PURGATORY — A practical booklet, ex- 
plaining the doctrine of purgatory, the nature of its sufferings, means 
of assisting the holy souls, and advantages of doing so, Selected prayers. 
Each booklet, 10¢. Order from: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Friends in Heaven 
ee 


NA HRISTIAN friendship begins upon earth by the union 
of two hearts in the mutual charity of the Heart of Jesus. 
It continues beyond the grave by the Communion of 
Saints, which unites the Church Triumphant with the 
Church Militant, and the latter with the Church Suffering 
in purgatory; but in heaven it attains its full perfection. 

If we have the happiness of going to heaven, we shall find there 
our friends uf old, and enjoy once more their affection and their society. 
“In the other life,” says St. Thomas, “the society of our friends will 
not be essential to our happiness, since God will satisfy all the desires 
of our hearts. He, the Friend by excellence, loved above all things, 
will suffice to fill the soul with the intoxication of ecstasy by the beauty 
and goodness of His essence... Still, this most intimate union with 
God will not cause other souls who have been loved to be forgotten, 
and friends will take pleasure in finding one another in the heavenly 
beatitude, in enjoying each other’s presence, whilst together they enjoy 
the perfect Good. This companionship, without being necessary to 
our final happiness, will be, however, its harmonious development.” 


Unknown Friends 


In heaven we shall not only see once more our earthly friends, 
but we shall also know other heavenly friends whom our mortal eyes 
have never seen, but whom our hearts have learned to love. In read- 
ing the history of others’ lives, the charm of their virtues, the beauty 
and elevation of their intellects, we were drawn irresistibly towards 
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them. We chose these great saints as protectors and friends; and that 
was not a sort of mystical sympathy, based on sentiment and imagina- 
tion, but a real friendship, which imposed reciprocal duties. In re- 
turn for the homage we paid them, these heavenly friends have been 
our patrons. They have taken an interest in us; their hearts, united 
to our hearts, have rendered us love for love. 

In the heavenly country we shall see them face to face, and enjoy 
a friendship with them which will be a source of greatest pleasure 
to us. In heaven we shall know the saints whom the Church gave us 
for patrons at baptism, and who have had the special mission of in- 
teresting themselves in our salvation. Amongst all the blessed of the 
heavenly country, they will have a right to our gratitude for the pro- 
tection which they have afforded us. 

In heaven, finally, we shall enjoy the company of the guardian 
angel who from the cradle to the grave has been a most constant and 
devoted friend to us! From how many dangers has he not preserved 
us, frequently averting from us a death, which, under the circumstances, 
would have been the death at once of body and soul. His good coun- 
sels have often brought us back to God, and helped us to persevere 
in His love. When our soul goes into eternity, this faithful friend will 
accompany it to the tribunal of God, and if it obtains a favorable 
sentence, will himself introduce it into the heavenly country. Oh, 
yes, we shall be united to him throughout all eternity. And how great 
will be our gratitude for his services and protection! 

Oh, how good it will be to live in the heavenly society! Now our 
heart, delivered at last from its anguish, will open wide to joy and 
happiness. On earth our idea of this happiness is vague, for the words 
of St. Paul remain forever true: the human heart cannot conceive 
whilst here on earth the good things which God has prepared for those 
who love Him. It is like endeavoring to make a child understand the 
joys of heart and intellect experienced by the man of mature age; or 
striving to make the poor dweller in the desert comprehend the splen- 
dor of our great cities, or the life led there by the rich, or by the kings 
of the earth. 

Still the little that we know of heaven is surely of a nature to 
encourage us in our miseries, and to console us for the loss of friends 
and relatives who have gone before us. When, therefore, the heart, 
thwarted in its projects by the disappointments of life, wounded by 
suffering, stricken in its affections by painful separations, is saddened 
and complains, raise it on high. Leave aside the present, and look 
at the future, while saying with confidence: “Yet a few more years, 
and I shall enter into eternal rest. If God deigns to have mercy on 
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me, I shall enter into the land of happiness. There I shall find again 
relatives and friends; there we shall resume together the sweet rela- 
tions of other times; there I shall enjoy the company of Jesus and 
Mary; there I shall see God Himself! I shall love and possess Him! 
My heart shall be fully satisfied in partaking of the joy and glory of 


19? 


the heavenly country! 


Sinking of “Home” 
tat” at 
OF ALL the Sundays and Feast Days of the year are so many 


invitations to raise our hearts and minds to heaven, how 

much more does the Feast of All Saints fill us with long- 
ing for our heavenly home!. Uplifted by the inspiring prayers and 
chants of the Mass and Office, our thoughts wing their flight to those 
blissful realms, where radiant throngs of saints and angels forever 
sing the praise of God. How delightful is the contemplation of those 
shining hosts of our elder sisters and brothers who have safely reached 
their eternal home! And how consoling the thought that in the midst 
of their glory and ecstatic happiness they think of us poor wayfarers 
of earth and long for the hour when we, too, aided by their prayers, 
shall join their blessed company. 

O sweet Heavenly Home! How the thought of you enraptures 
my soul and drives all sadness from my heart! You lift me above 
the pains and heartaches, the sorrows and griefs of this world. You 
remind me that there is no other way to reach your peaceful shores 
but the way of the Cross. You tell me that these little pains and 
heartaches are the price of my passport to my heavenly country, the 
coins with which I must purchase a mansion of delights beyond the 
skies. ' 

I will think of you often, O blessed Home in Heaven, and the 
thought of you will sweeten life’s bitterness and keep my heart from 
clinging to its deceitful pleasures. I will think of you, and the fleet- 
ing sorrows of earth will be turned into heaven’s golden joys. Here 
below I possess no riches, but I shall be infinitely rich when I come 
home to you. Here true pleasures are rare and fleeting, but in my 
heavenly home I shall drink from an ever-flowing torrent of delights. 
A few years more of toil, and the day of eternal rest will dawn, when 
my ravished ears shall hear my Savior’s invitation: “Come, blessed 
one of My Father, come, enter into your heavenly home and receive 


1? 


the crown prepared for you from all eternity! 








—}-— 




















Remember 


Your 
Departed! 


—}. — 





NE month each year is solemn- 
ly set aside by Holy Church 
for the special remembrance of the 


“It is therefore a holy and a 
wholesome thought to pray for the 
departed. An admirable way tO dead that they may be loosed from 
respond to this appeal of Holy  ¢heir sins” (2 Mach. xii. 46). 
Church is to have your relatives 
and friends enrolled in the 


ASSOCIATION OF PERPETUAL ADORATION 
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 





Benefits to Members 


1. Participation in the unceasing adoration of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment exposed in each chapel of the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, at present four in number. 

2. A daily remembrance by the Sisters of the four Communities in the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

3. A daily remembrance in their Holy Communions. 

Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament, given twice daily in each 

Adoration Chapel. 


Privileged Members 


Those enrolled as PRIVILEGED MEMBERS, in addition to en- 
joying the above benefits, also have a special share in the canonical 
Hours of the Divine Office, the official prayer of Holy Church, daily 
chanted in each Chapel. They participate likewise in one or more 
special Masses offered for them daily, and in the Rosary prayed each 


_ 
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day by the members of the Congregation. Finally, they share in the 
numerous other good works of all the Sisters and of the Congregation. 
The names of privileged members are enrolled in a beautiful GOLDEN 
BOOK, kept near the Altar of Exposition in the Motherhouse. An 
artistic certificate, lithographed in delicate colors, and suitable for 
framing, recounts these many benefits, and will be a treasured keep- 
sake of those enrolled as Privileged Members. 


Conditions for Membership 


1. The names of those to be enrolled, both living and dead, must be 
inscribed in the register of the Association at the Motherhouse, in 
Clyde, Missouri. 

2. For Simple Memberships, an offering of one dollar is made in the 
name of the person to be enrolled, for the maintenance of the Sarrc- 
tuaries of Perpetual Adoration. 

For Privileged Memberships, an offering of ten dollars is made for 
this purpose. 

3. All enrollments are perpetual, and need never be renewed, the bene- 
fits accruing to the individual throughout life, and as long after 
death as the soul may be in need thereof. Living persons and those 
departed are enrolled under the same conditions. Non-Catholics 
may also be enrolled. 


Kindly send enrollments to: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


wy St. Gertrude and the Poor Souls 
Np 
‘a ee 
22. AINT Gertrude entertained a deep compassion for the souls 
in purgatory. At Holy Communion she besought our loving 
Savior with tender, fervent petitions, to be merciful to these 
dear sufferers. Once, before Communion, as she reflected 
with heartfelt pity on the sufferings of the holy souls, it seemed to her 
that she descended with Our Lord into the depths of purgatory. There 
she heard Jesus say: “At Holy Communion I will permit thee to draw 
forth all to whom the fragrance of thy prayers penetrates.” We read 
that after Holy Communion Our Lord often delivered more souls than 
she had dared to ask for. 

The above is an extract from our booklet “SAINT GERTRUDE 
THE GREAT, Herald of Divine Love.” The feast of this glorious 
Benedictine saint is celebrated in the Order on November 17th. This 
booklet will tell you many interesting and inspiring things about the 
saint, and also provide beautiful prayers composed by her. Price per 
copy, 10¢; reduction for quantities of 25 or more. 
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The Way That Surpasses All 

5 —=000-4-— 

<F NE IS never closer to heaven in this world than when 
‘Ww opracticing charity — charity toward God through 
acts of love of God, charity toward one’s neighbor 
for love of God through good deeds. Charity, 
which is love of God, unites us to God through sanc- 
tifying grace, and the more we are united to God 
in this world, and the more the fervor of our love 
increases, the more closely we shall be united to 
Him in heaven. Ina very real sense, then, the life 
of charity is the beginning of the life of heaven. 

Among the sonnets composed by Elizabeth Barrett Browning in 
honor of her poet-husband, there is one in which she gives expression 
to the ardor of her love for her invalid spouse in an outburst of feel- 
ing. “How do I love you!” she exclaims. “Let me count the ways.” 
She then enumerates a variety of ways in which she would give proof 
of her devotion and of the depth of her affection. We might ask our- 
selves the same question in reference to our love for God. But if we 
can answer with the single word: “With charity,” there will be no 
further need of counting the various ways, for charity comprises the 
sum total of other ways we might detail as proof of the reality of our 
love. It is “the way that surpasses all.” So St. Paul declares in the 
beginning of his sublime canticle extolling charity: “And I point out 
to you a yet more excellent way... Charity is patient, is kind; char- 
ity does not envy, is not pretentious, is not puffed up, is not ambitious, 
is not self-seeking, is not provoked; thinks no evil, does not rejoice 
over wickedness, but rejoices with the truth; bears with all things, be- 
lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. xiii. 1-8). 

Charity is in very truth the touchstone of our love for God. It 
is also the balance on which our life is to be weighed in the final 
reckoning, for when Christ pictures the scene of the Last Judgment, 
He places on the right hand those who gave Him to eat when He was 
hungry, who gave Him drink when He was thirsty, who took Him in 
as a stranger, who covered Him when naked, who visited Him when 
sick, and who came to Him when He was in prison. (Matt. xxv. 35-37.) 
In a word, the invitation, “Come, ye blessed,” is extended to those who 
have performed deeds of charity; whereas the sentence, “Depart from 
Me” is passed upon those who have despised the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy. 

The saintly Benedictine Abbot, Dom Columba Marmion, applies 
to charity the scriptural verse, “A queen in gilded clothing, surrounded 
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with variety” (Ps. xliv). For charity is the queen of the other virtues, 
which are her attendants. She is resplendently clothed in a beautiful 
golden robe. About her in a great variety of colors are the other vir- 
tues. Each of these possesses a splendor and charm all its own, as 
indicated by the varicolored garments which symbolize the different 
virtues. But the beauty of each is enhanced by the golden robe of the 
queen, whose splendor is in turn made more radiant by her attendants. 

Another beautiful picture of charity is given to us by Pope Saint 
Gregory the Great. He tells us that as many branches of a tree spring 
forth from one root, so, too, many virtues are generated by charity. 
Charity is a garden wherein all kinds of flowers (virtues) bud forth 
and blossom, making a scene delighting the eye and the heart. 

Charity is symbolized by a heart. The heart is the center of the 
affections, and primarily of love. Charity is love. It is the source that 
gives life and a soul, as it were, to our actions and makes them worthy 
of merit, just as the heart by sending the health-giving blood to the 
cells of the body, animates the whole body. The honor paid to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is a recognition of the charity of God, which 
St. John tells us is manifested in this: “God so loved the world that 
He gave His only-begotten Son” (iii. 16). And that Son proved the 
excess of God’s love by the piercing of His Heart after He had poured 
out the last drop of His Blood for us.’ 

St. John says, “God is Love. He who abides in love, abides in 
God, and God in him” (1 John iv. 16). The plenitude and fulness 
of charity is learned in the school of the Sacred Heart where the Holy 
Spirit is the Teacher. Charity is the first fruit of the Holy Ghost, the 
fruit that gives evidence that “God has increased, and we decreased” 
in our souls. When we find ourselves bringing forth fruits of charity, 
we may know that God is manifesting Himself within us as He did in 
the Blessed Virgin when she hastened to assist her cousin Elizabeth; 
and when she obtained from her Son the miracle of changing water 


into wine. 
Oh, then, may this queenly virtue ever grow within us until it 


towers like the lofty cedars of Lebanon above the surrounding trees! 
May it be a flame of fire within us and a goad that presses us, as it 
pressed St. Paul to sacrifice himself for souls for the love of Christ. 
May it make us “one with Christ,” so that we “no longer live, but 
Christ lives in us!” And “running with dilated hearts” along this 
“way that surpasses all,” we shall find at the end of life’s journey that 
the love of God has been perfected in us (1 John iv. 12), and has 
brought us to the Beatific Vision in heaven, where we shall possess, 
love and enjoy God for all eternity! 











206 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Cs Coencthank Sect; | TO 


Mee ee. 
tet eet eet el 


N this busy world of ours, where new buildings are being 
} constantly raised to meet the needs of social, political, 
industrial and cultural life, the laying of a cornerstone 
is usually not an outstanding occasion. But when a 
building is being erected to meet the needs of religion, and that build- 
ing is destined to become the dwelling-place of GOD Himself, the 
laying of the cornerstone is an event worthy to be recorded in history 

and to be proclaimed to the ends of the earth. That is why the laying 

of the cornerstone of our Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary of the Holy 

Spirit in Kansas City, Missouri, on October 3d, may be regarded as an 
outstanding event not only in the history of our own religious Con- 
gregation and of the Diocese of Kansas City, but for the Universal 
Church and for the world at large. For the blessings that flow from 
this House of God will be as the four streams flowing through the 
garden of paradise, watering with spiritual graces the garden of the 
whole Church. 

In the simple but deeply symbolic ceremony of the blessing and 
laying of the cornerstone of a religious house of worship, the Church 
makes choice of the most sublime portions of her psalmody and ac- 
companies them with antiphons expressive at once of the significance 
of the rite that is being performed and of the sacred edifice that is 
being raised. 

The first antiphon implores our Lord Jesus Christ to set up a 
sign of salvation in this place and not to permit the destroying angel 
to enter. The second refers to the Patriarch Jacob, setting up and 
anointing with oil a stone on the spot where he wrestled with the 
angel in his dream, and exclaiming: “Truly, this is a holy place and 
I knew it not!” The third, which appears also in the rite of the 
dedication of a Church, reads: “How awe-inspiring is this place! Truly, 
it is none other than the House of God and the gate of heaven!” The 
fourth is a triple invocation for perennial peace in this holy place, ad- 
dressed individually to the Three Persons of the Blessed Trinity. The 
fifth and last proclaims that the House of the Lord is well founded 
upon a firm rock. 

The psalms which follow the antiphons in the order given (except 
the fourth, which has no psalm) are: Psalm 83, which is the ardent 
aspiration of a soul enamored with the beauty of God’s House, begin- 
ning with the beautiful ejaculation: “How lovely are Thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts! My soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the 
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Lord.” .Psalm 126, which announces that “Unless the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain who build it.” Psalm 86, which refers to 
Sion, the holy city of God, founded upon the holy mountain, and 
which is symbolized by the sacred edifice being erected. And lastly, 
Psalm 121, which begins with the words: “I rejoiced when it was said 
to me: “We will go into the house of the Lord.” The ceremony in- 
cludes also the chanting of the Litany of All Saints and of several 
orations. 

Before the cornerstone itself was blessed and put into place, a 
large cross erected at the place where the altar is to stand was blessed, 
as were also the walls of the chapel. The Most Rev. Edwin V. O’Hara, 
Bishop of Kansas City, who officiated, was assisted by Rev. Thomas 
Allen, 0.S.B. and Rev. Walter Heeney, O.S.B., monks of Conception 
Abbey, Missouri, the former being Chaplain of the Motherhouse of 
the Benedictine Sisters at Clyde. Also taking part in the ceremony 
were the Most Rev. Joseph Marling, Auxiliary Bishop of Kansas City, 
the Rt. Rev. Philip Ruggle, O.S.B., retired Abbot of Conception Abbey, 
and the Rt. Rev. Stephen Schappler, 0.S.B., Coadjutor Abbot of Con- 
ception Abbey, five monsignori, and fifty-one priests, including Jesuits, 
Benedictines, Franciscans, Augustinians, Vincentians, and secular clergy. 

Leading the procession of clergy and prelates were eighty men 
of the Eucharistic Guard, wearing their emblems of red and gold, all 
of them distinguished for their fidelity to the nocturnal adoration in 
the temporary chapel. Twenty-eight Fourth Degree Knights of Colum- 
bus of the Eucharistic Guard, in full regalia, formed a Guard of Honor 
to His Excellency. A group of Christian Brothers also joined the pro- 
cession. The student choir of St. John’s Seminary sang the liturgical 
chants, accompanied by an organ installed for the occasion. 

A small copper box, containing various data, was placed in the 
cavity of the cornerstone. -It was presented to the Bishop by a small 
Page, wearing a costume of white satin, who carried it on a silken 
pillow. Among the records enclosed were the name of the reigning 
Pope, Pius XII, and the names of the Bishops in whose dioceses our 
convents of Perpetual Adoration are established, as well as other prel- 
ates and members of the clergy to whom we are gratefully indebted; 
the names of the President of the United States and the Governor of 
the State of Missouri; the names of all the members of our Congrega- 
tion, living and deceased; and of all our kind benefactors who have 
contributed $100.00 or more toward the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 
Current issues of local diocesan papers, of our own magazine, “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory,” and a short history of our Congregation were 
also included; also current coins and commemorative stamps. The 
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trowel used by the Bishop in applying the cement was one, that had 
been used several times by the late Cardinal Glennon of St. Louis. 

After the cornerstone had been blessed and put in place, the prel- 
ates and clergy repaired to a platform erected just outside the convent 
building, where the Most Rev. Bishop Marling delivered a most in- 
spiring address, which was carried to the large assembly by loud- 
speakers. The full text of his address is given in subsequent pages. 
Afterwards the Most Rev. Bishop O’Hara imparted his blessing, and 
briefly addressed the assembly from the overflowing fulness of his 
heart. Prelates and clergy then led the way to the chapel, where 
Benediction was given at a temporary altar erected for the occasion. 
The Sacred Host was brought from the Sisters’ chapel at Hogan High 
School nearby and returned there after the ceremony. 

It was indeed a thrilling moment when our Eucharistic King was 
placed on the throne prepared for Him, and received the homage of 
devoted hearts. Two verses of the inspiring hymn “Adoro Te” were 
sung, followed by the Rosary, the Litany of the Blessed Virgin and 
prayer to St. Joseph, and then the Tantum Ergo, sung in the inspiring 
chant melody of the hymn for Corpus Christi. At the moment the 
Bishop raised the Monstrance in triple blessing, the uniformed Eucha- 
ristic Guard presented arms, while the congregation knelt on the rough 
cement floor. The solemn rite was brought to a fitting close by the 
singing of the Salve Regina, in which all joined wholeheartedly. 

How beautiful are the ceremonies of Holy Church! How tender 
a Mother she is! Not only does she bless the House of God, but scarce- 
ly has the foundation been laid, and the walls prepared, than she 
anoints the cornerstone, manifesting to us that the work must begin 
with Christ, that it must be built for God and with God: “Christ the 
Cornerstone, was sent to be the foundation, bound in both joints of the 
walls,” as we sing in the hymn of the Office of the Dedication of 
Churches. 

Mother Nature graced the day with beautiful golden sunshine, 
which seemed to be reflected in the smiling faces of all who witnessed 
this sacred and historic ceremony. It was truly a joyful occasion for 
the Bishops, the clergy and the devout faithful of Kansas City and for 
the members of our religious Congregation, as well as for many kind 
friends and benefactors. Among those in attendance there were about 
one hundred Sisters of various Orders, in addition to those of our own 
community, about 700 students from the various Catholic high schools 
and some 2000 friends and benefactors. 

Many are the graces and blessings which our Divine Lord showers 
upon those whose sacrificial love urges them to assist in raising to His 
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honor a temple of worship where He may dwell in another tabernacle 
and reign from another Eucharistic throne. In His Name we wish to 
express most cordial thanks to all who have already lent assistance, 
both by their prayers and their material offerings, in the erection of 
the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit, while at the same time we express 
the hope that we may continue to rely on their charitable aid and the 
aid of many more lovers of the Holy Eucharist in bringing it to com- 
pletion. . 
RAO-OUED 


Address of the Most Rev. Joseph Marling, D.D., 
Auxiliary Bishop of Kansas City, at the Laying 
of the Cornerstone of the Sanctuary of the 
Holy Spirit, October 3, 1948 


CxXQOORS 


N the Book of Wisdom, Chapter 16, verse 20, we read these words: 
| “Thou didst feed Thy people with the food of angels, and gavest 

them bread from heaven prepared without labor; having in it all 
that is delicious, and the sweetness of every taste.’’ 

It is with great joy that we witness the Cornerstone Laying of this 
beautiful edifice, which will serve as a shrine for our Eucharistic Savior, 
and at the same time as a convent home for the consecrated virgins 
who will guard the Light of Eternal Love: the Benedictine Sisters of 
Perpetual Adoration, whose Motherhouse is at Clyde, Missouri. The 
very heights to which these hallowed walls have risen tell how near is 
the day when all this will be realized — a day when great blessings 
will begin to flow to all of us, to our fair city and all of its inhabitants. 

It is perhaps natural that our first thoughts are of Christ Jesus, 
our Eucharistic Lord. It does not escape us that we are gathered here 
to dedicate a sanctuary where He may dwell, at the very moment in 
history when our western civilization seems most determined to reject 
Him, to repudiate His word, to persecute Him savagely in His living 
members. As the darkness which befalls the world increases, and the 
night seems near at hand, we are like the disciples on the way to Em- 
maus who pleaded with our Blessed Lord to remain. ‘Stay with us,” 
we pray fervently, “for the day is far spent.” Whatever be the con- 
duct of our modern world and of evil men who hate the Name of Christ, 
we would have our very presence here this afternoon to be a public 
act of faith in Him and a pledge of undying allegiance to His cause. 
With all our hearts we cry out with Peter at Capharnaum: ‘Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the living God!’’ And proudly and boldly do we 
add: ‘‘Hosanna to the Lord Jesus of the Eucharist, for ever and ever 
and ever! May He reign in our hearts and in the hearts of all men of 
good will!” 

In the second place, our thoughts turn in gratitude and admiration 
to the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, whose sacrifices, 
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courage, devotion, spirit of poverty, and burning love of Jesus in the 
Eucharist are responsible for this magnificent enrichment of our spir- 
itual lives. We know what an enigma our Sisters are to those of our 
fellow-Americans who simply cannot understand how young women of 
grace, talent, refinement and spirit can make such a complete sacri- 
fice of themselves from sheer love of God and neighbor. We who are 
of the Faith of course understand, though we often fall far short in the 
gratitude which we owe these devoted women. Happy are we that an 
occasion like this affords an opportunity to pay public tribute to their 
remarkable lives and to their splendid role in the spread of Christ’s 
kingdom on earth. Of misunderstanding or even persecution they have 
never been afraid. Frequently have they been the target of gross prej- 
udice. This afternoon, however, we pray with all our hearts that 
never again in this great land of ours may Sisters, for example, have 
to remove their religious garb as they serve Christ in serving His 
brethren. For this garb is most dear to them. It is the testimony 
to the world that they are the glorious brides of Christ. 

The Sisters for whom this sacred edifice will form a convent home 
are not strangers. They have been in our midst for full five years. 
They are the spiritual daughters of St. Benedict, members of the great 
Benedictine family, the oldest and one of the most revered groups in 
the history of the Church. It was during the 6th century that the 
great St. Benedict established the two famous abbeys at Subiaco and 
Monte Cassino, formed his foliowers into a monastic body and dedicated 
them to the two blessed ends of labor and prayer. The hour was 
crucial for Christian civilization. The gates of the north had just 
been opened, and through them poured race after race of barbarians 
to topple the structure which the Cesars had reared. Fortunately for 
Christian culture, the Benedictine Abbeys grew, becoming the store- 
houses of learning, the oases in the desert that was Christian Europe. 

How easy to show that this was but the first of many great bless- 
ings conferred through many centuries upon civilization by the sons 
and daughters of St. Benedict. Little wonder that the scholars of the 
world bowed their heads in sorrow when bombs leveled Monte Cassino 
in the late world war, utterly destroying the famous abbey which Saint 
Benedict first built and which was such a powerful symbol of the finest 
treasures that have graced our Christian culture. 

The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration are the spiritual 
daughters and heirs of St. Benedict. What a rich patrimony therefore 
is theirs: beautiful simplicity, humble poverty, patient toil, ardent 
prayer, a deep love for everything which pertains to Divine worship, 
a never-ending pursuit of God that is marked by gentleness and the 
greatest prudence. Such is the heritage which they have received and 
which makes their lives so extraordinarily rich and full. But there is 
a special feature which is revealed by the very title which the Sisters 
bear. Perhaps it is better emphasized by a brief reference to their 
history in this country. The mother convent was that of Maria Ricken- 
bach in Switzerland, where for a long time the Sisters had taken upon 
themselves the Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. In 
1875, three Sisters came to this country and settled at Clyde, Missouri, 
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and planted the seed of a glorious tree, a principal branch of which we 
have gathered to honor today. It would require a very long time in- 
deed to describe adequately their magnificent Adoration Chapel at 
Clyde, and the convent which joins it. 

From this Motherhouse there went out, in 1928, a group of Sisters 
who established a sanctuary at Mundelein, Illinois. In 1935, another 
was started at Tucson, Arizona. Today it is our blessed privilege to 
attend the cornerstone laying of the third, and, we shall hope, the most 
important branch of all, the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 


Marvelous as are these Eucharistic shrines which the Sisters have 
erected, they force our admiration less than the lives which the Sisters 
themselves lead. Throughout the hours of the day and night, they 
are like the seraphim who watch around the throne of God. Their 
place is almost constantly at the side of our Eucharistic Lord. Who 
will measure the graces of these hours, the blessings which they draw 
upon us all? To purify themselves for this privileged intimacy, the 
Sisters spend the hours of the day when not in chapel in silence and 
humble toil. They make the holy breads of the altar — a task most 
suitable for virgins who offer themselves as living victims to the Lamb 
that was slain. They make vestments for liturgical functions — a 
labor of love which keeps their hearts and minds fastened upon Jesus 
in the Holy Eucharist. Theirs is a life which the world cannot ap- 
preciate but which the angels of heaven view with joy, for they see that 
the Sisters have found the pearl of great price, and with a wisdom 
which is of God, refuse to barter it for anything which the world can 
offer. 

In just a little while the Lord Jesus will be raised above our heads 
in Benediction. What shall be our prayer at that moment? In the first 
place, it is obvious that if the Sisters are to continue their noble work 
they must keep their ranks full; they must have many vocations. We 
shall pray, therefore, to the Lord of the Eucharist, who alone can ex- 
tend the invitation, to inspire many young women of this city, as they 
kneel in His Eucharistic Presence, to dedicate themselves most gener- 
ously to Him, to join the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 
and thus gain that blessed happiness which only He, the Lord of the 
world, can give to a human heart. May the Sisters, through the years, 
be able to speak of the vocations as legion which have come to them 
from Kansas City! 

In the second place, it is very clear that the Sisters cannot be ex- 
pected to bear the financial burden of such a structure alone, or to 
maintain it by the pittanice from the products of their toil. We shall 
pray the Eucharistic Master, therefore, to move those, in particular, 
whom He has blessed with worldly goods, to be most generous toward 
this noble undertaking. We read that in the ages of Faith, when the 
great shrines of Europe were being built, kings and princes gladly gave 
their jewels to adorn the altars where the Lord of Hosts would dwell. 
Could any offering of their wealth which God has so providentially be- 
stowed be more appropriate than that which would help to build a 
temple for our Eucharistic King? We pray that the Sisters will be 
able to say that they have been assisted most generously in Kansas City. 
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Finally, it is our prayer that the coming of the Sisters and the 
erection of this beautiful sanctuary will light a flame in our midst that 
will never be extinguished. With what apprehension do we not regard 
the chaos toward which our civilization is so rapidly moving! All 
about us are confusion and suffering. Millions are hungry; they are 
hungry in body; they are, above all, hungry in soul, They cry out in 
their hunger, but there is no one who has compassion on the multitude. 
They plead for bread and are given a stone. If ony these millions 
could be made to see that there is but one Christ; that He alone is the 
Bread come down from heaven; that He alone is the Bread of Life. 
Oh, how great is our obligation to teach these truths to the world by 
our daily conduct. May Jesus in the Eucharist be ever the very Center 
of our lives! May thousands upon thousands be drawn-to His Sacra- 
mental Presence, there to find solace; there to find peace, there to par- 
take of the Living Bread which alone is a pledge of eternal life! 


CPX IOPEFGYO 


Address of the Most Rev. Edwin V. 0’Hara, D.D., 
Bishop of Kansas City 


©CxOORD 
BOVE the door of this convent are inscribed the inspiring words: 
“Pax intrantibus — Peace to all who enter here.’’ There was 


an old pagan poet who wrote that day and night the gates of 
the temple of despair were open. Today the cornerstone has been laid 
for the Sanctuary of Hope, whose gates will be open both day and 
night. 

In the age in which we live, we have ceaseless activity, constant 
bustling activity, energetic going hither and yon, whether in business 
or pleasure. We worship at the shrine of activity, the constant busi- 
ness and stress of life. Too fast we live, too much we are tried, too har- 
assed to attain to Ambrose’s sweet calm or Bernard’s wise and lumi- 
nous faith. Both in mind and in body, both in work and in pleasure, 
we are immersed in a hustling, bustling world that knows no genuine 
rest. Every people and every nation has known that there must be 
rest, there must be quiet, there must be meditation, there must be 
recollection, there must be calm, there must be peace, if a people are 
to grow strong in mind and heart, and prosper. The Benedictine tra- 
dition which Bishop Marling has described for us, realized this from 
the beginning: that there must be work and there must be surcease 
from work. Our Lord Himself gave this message when He retired 
for days and nights into the desert to rest and to pray. And by all of 
us the same lesson must be learned: that we cannot persist in endless 
activity without detriment both to body and to soul. 

The Benedictines, as Bishop Marling told us, established at Monte 
Cassino centuries ago a center teaching the world that there must be 
recollection and meditation and calm and quiet and retirement from 
activity. And here today a new Monte Cassino for Kansas City is being 
erected in our midst on this beautiful elevation overlooking the fine 
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avenue in front of us. It will be a call to all of the people of Kansas 
City to realize that activity, and ceaseless action, is not enough and 
does not satisfy the human heart or the human soul; that it requires 
some days of peace and calm and quiet and recollection and meditation. 
And for that the Sisters are opening here this chapel of Perpetual 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and hundreds of men and women 
already have found the way to dedicate hours each week to thought 
and piety, to recollection and meditation before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. And when this beautiful chapel has been completed, day and 
night the sanctuary of hope will be open to those who will come for 
hours of rest and quiet in the presence of Jesus Christ. 


We live in a time of ceaseless activity, the result of which has been 
the deterioration of human strength, of the human heart: heart failure, 
due to this ceaseless, endless hustling and bustling without any rest. 
And we have as a result a score of medical aids that try to restore 
hearts that have been injured through this ceaseless activity. And 
now we are coming to the time when the minds of men need psychiatry, 
when in a large way we are having the results of this stress of time, 
this stress of activity without rest, without meditation, without calm; 
and multitudes are crying for psychiatrists to restore them to mental 
health. But prevention is far better than cure, and here in the silent 
hours of quiet, of meditation, of recollection, both the heart and the 
mind will have opportunity to strengthen themselves to bear the bur- 
dens of the world. 


We are deeply indebted indeed to the Benedictine Sisters who in 
their courage — the courage that is typical of our religious, have es- 
tablished this sanctuary on this elevation. We ask that thousands in- 
stead of hundreds would come in the hours of the night. It may 
interest many of you to know that already in the temporary sanctuary 
there are men who are coming between 10 o’clock at night and 4 in 
the morning, spending hours in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 
But, whether day or night, Our Lord is here in the sanctuary of -per- 
petual hope. Unlike that sanctuary of which the pagan poet spoke, 
that temple of despair whose gates were open day and night, here it 
will be the gates of the temple of hope, open to the whole people of 
Kansas City. We are so proud of all our activity, and we have a right 
to be, but it is not in this activity that strength of heart and mind are 
found, in this ceaseless surge of temporary progress; but there are 
required the calm and the recollection and the meditation and the 
thoughtfulness of the silent hours with Our Blessed Lord. ‘Peace to 
those who enter these portals!’’ Peace will come — it is no mere pious 
expression -— it will become a reality for those who spend hours before 
the Most Blessed Sacrament; they will find strength for their heart 
and sanity for their minds, because sanity and sanctity are closely 
related, and it is in the quiet hours of recollection that sanity comes 
to the mind. This afternoon, then, we welcome you here, and in the 
name of the Sisters whose devoted care has erected this beautiful 
chapel and convent, we invite you to come day after day, as your op- 
portunity permits, to spend time in adoration and to gain the peace 
that will be gained by those who enter these sacred portals. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


The Secondary or Accidental Joys of Heaven 
Poy The New Earth and the New Heavens 
3 


4 

Set 
HAT will become of this world of ours after the last judg- 
Wy ment and the general resurrection of the dead? Will it dis- 
Ses appear forever in the great cataclysm which is to take place 

° at the end of time? Or, rejuvenated and purified, will it be 
clothed with a new splendor and fulfil a mission superior even to its 
present one, in relation to the glorified human race? These are ques- 
tions which, we dare say, have presented themselves to the minds of 
all Christians and are of vital interest to us all. 

Eight hundred years before the coming of Christ, the Prophet 
Isaias saw in spirit the destinies of the Church and of the world. He 
beheld the ‘“‘new Jerusalem,’”’ resplendent with beauty, and speaking 
in the Name of God, exclaimed: ‘Behold, I create a new heavens 
and a new earth... You shall be glad and rejoice forever in these 
things’ (Ixv. 17, 18). 

What mean these expressions: a new heavens and a new earth? 
Do they foretell a new creation, entirely distinct from the former one? 
Or do they predict a resurrection of the present visible world, a change 
for the better, which will place it in harmony with the conditions of 
the glorified human race? Our answer must be sought in Holy Scrip- 
ture and in the teachings of the Fathers of the Church. 

During our Savior’s lifetime, His Apostles frequently questioned 
Him as to the destinies of the world and the time when the present 
order should end and the general renewal begin. When, therefore, they 
afterwards spoke to the Christians about future events or wrote of 
them in their epistles and gospels, they were but repeating what they 
had learned from the lips of the Savior. Let us hear, then, what they 
have to say on this subject. 
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St. Peter makes the following declaration regarding the end of 
the world: ‘The day of the Lord will come as a thief; at that time 
the heavens will pass away with great violence, and the elements will 
be dissolved with heat, and the earth, and the works that are in it, 
will be burned up. Seeing therefore that all these things are to be 
dissolved, what manner of men ought you to be in holy and pious be- 
havior, you who await and hasten towards the coming of the day of 
God, by which the heavens, being on fire, will be dissolved and the 
elements will melt away by reason of the heat of the fire! But we 
look for new heavens and a new earth, according to His promises, 
wherein dwells justice’ (2 Pet. iii. 10-13). 

St. John, describing the Heavenly Jerusalem, employs the same 
expressions: “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, and the 
first earth passed away, and the sea is no more” (Apoc. xxi. 1). And 
he continues: ‘‘And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: ‘Behold the 
dwelling of God with men, and He will dwell with them. And they 
will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God...’ 
And He who was sitting on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 
new!’” (Apoc. xxi. 2-5.) 

“St. John,’”’ says the great spiritual writer Bossuet, ‘‘describes things 
for us as he saw them in spirit. It was a city that came from above, 
carried in the air, and apparently coming nearer to him little by little.” 
Does not this vision seem to indicate that the elect, reunited with the 
body in the celestial Jerusalem, will come later and take possession 
of the material kingdom promised them by God?... and also that this 
kingdom will be none other than this earth on which St. John was then 
sojourning, and to which the heavenly Jerusalem came down? Shortly 
before, the same St. John had heard the twenty-four ancients who sur- 
rounded the throne of the Lamb saying: ‘“‘Thou hast made them for 
our God a kingdom and priests, and they shall reign over the earth” 
(Apoc. v. 10). 

St. Paul confirms this prophecy by a striking testimony. He 
first states the circumstances of the resurrection of the dead and de- 
scribes in detail the privileges which shall then be given to the glorified 
bodies of mankind. He then goes on to tell in what way the words of 
Isaias are to be understood, and what will be the nature of the future 
renovation of our universe. Speaking of the glory reserved for the 
true disciples of Jesus Christ even in their bodies, he expresses himself 
in the following manner in regard to the future state of the world: 
“The eager longing of creation awaits the revelation of the sons of 
God. For creation was made subject to vanity — not by its own will, 
but by reason of Him who made it subject — in hope, because creation 
itself also will be delivered from its slavery to corruption into the free- 
dom of the glory of the sons of God. For we know that all creation 
groans and travails in pain until now” (Rom. viii. 19-22). 

St. Paul manifestly speaks here of irrational creatures being sub- 
jected to a corruption that is contrary to the true order of nature, 
through the curse which man’s rebellion against God had drawn down 
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upon all things. He announces their deliverance from ‘the slavery 
of corruption” and their participation in “the glorious condition of the 
sons of God,” intimating that the final conflagration which will engulf 
this material world will be but a passage to its transfiguration and the 
prelude to its transformation. The fire will cause it to undergo a neces- 
sary change in order to make it conformable to the condition of glorified 
humanity. : 

The Fathers and Doctors of the Church, authorized interpreters 
of revealed truths, speak still more explicitly. ‘‘The figure of this 
world,”’ says St. Augustine, “‘will pass amid the fires of the world... 
This conflagration will consume the corruptible qualities of the ele- 
ments which were proper to our corruptible bodies, but by a marvelous 
change the substance of these elements will possess new qualities ap- 
propriate to our immortal bodies. In this manner the world, renovated 
and perfected, will be put in harmony with man, renewed and perfected 
even in his flesh” (‘‘City of God,’’ Book xx. ch. 16). 

St. Jerome, St. Ambrose and St. John Chrysostom are of the same 
opinion. 

“The words of Isaias: ‘Behold, I create a new heavens and a 
new earth,’ show us,’ says St. Jerome, “‘not the destruction of the 
heavens, but their change into something better.” 

“Creatures,” says St. Ambrose, ‘‘shall perish as regards their pres- 
ent state, but only to be changed into something better.” 

‘“‘When the heir to the throne is crowned,” says St. John Chrysos- 
tom, “the woman who has been his nurse shares in his royal treasures. 
So also when man shall be glorified, the creatures which served him 
upon earth shall share in his glory.’’ 

Finally, St. Thomas Aquinas, following the opinion of these other 
great Doctors of the Church, explains the reasons for the renewal of 
the earth and the mission it shall accomplish for the just: ‘‘The world,” 
he says, ‘“‘was created in a certain manner for man. When, there- 
fore, man shall be glorified in his body, the world too will have to 
be put in a better condition, so as to become, by that change, more 
worthy of the elect, and of a more pleasing aspect. But in order that 
man may attain to this glory of the body, everything that is contrary 
thereto must be removed; that is to say, corruption and the defilement 
of sin. So, too, before the elements undergo this glorious transforma- 
tion, they must first be purified of whatever may be opposed to it.” 

“The leprosy of sin,’’ he continues, ‘‘does not, it is true, directly | 
infect earthly bodies, but it causes them, nevertheless, to contract a 
kind of stain which renders them unsuited to spiritual ends, even as it 
would be improper to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries in places defiled 
by any crime without first purifying them, The fires of the last day 
will effect this purification” (Suppl. Quaest. 74, a. 1). 

“How beautiful was our earth when our first parents received it, 
fresh and pure from the hands of God,’’ says the Rev. Hamon, S.J., in 
his book entitled ““Beyond the Grave.” “What immense vitality, what 
magnificent variety of fruits and flowers were displayed to their eyes 
before sin had cast a blight upon the glory of those primeval charms! 
It was the land of joy and happiness, the paradise of delights, given 
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by God as a heritage to His beloved children. Imagine, then, its riches, 
when, casting off the mantle of humiliation imposed upon it by the 
sins of man, it will be adorned with new beauties from God to rejoice 
the eyes of the Blessed.” 

And elsewhere the same author says: “Having been man’s country 
in time, his place of exile and of trial, it seems probable that the earth 
will share also in his glorious destiny. Renewed, embellished with 
beauties superior to those which it possessed in the days of innocence 
(before Adam’s fall), it will form a part of the heritage which Jesus 
will give to His elect... The new earth will not have the mission of 
supporting man’s existence, it is true, since his risen body will be im- 
mortal and impassible, but it will offer the glorified senses enjoyments 
in accordance with their nature, and thus increase the happiness of the 
elect. By virtue of the privilege of agility, they will be enabled to 
visit the various portions of their inheritance which has become their 
reward, and to see again particularly the places that witnessed their 
combats and victories... 

“Who can paint the beauties of this new world? Who can speak of 
the joys which God reserves for the just? Can the cheerless dweller 
in the frozen regions of the pole, who has before his eyes only the 
scanty and miserable products of his native soil, form an idea of the 
luxuriant vegetation of the tropics, the gigantic trees which grow there, 
the magnificent flowers which they bring into bloom? It is thus with 
us when we endeavor to portray the beauties of the renewed world.” 

But the earth, of which we have spoken thus far, will be but an 
humble portion of the total inheritance of the elect. Their future glori- 
fication will extend to the entire universe, and the stellar worlds will 
have their share therein no less than our earth. 

“The entire world,’’ says St. Thomas, “shall be renewed to be- 
come more perfect. Now, the heavens are the most noble part of the 
material world; they shall then be changed for the better, and since 
that cannot be unless they are made to shine with a more intense 
yrilliancy, it is in that way that they shall be improved.” 

When contemplating the thousands of stars in the heavens on a 
clear and cloudless night, pursuing their silent courses through the 
vastness of space, have you never asked yourself why God created these 
worlds of light, what mission they fulfil, and what will be their future 
destiny? Science tells us amazing things about these stars. Their 
number, it appears, is well nigh infinite, their proportions immense, 
the distance which separates us from them surpassing all possible 
calculations. Astronomers say that for every star we can see with the 
naked eye (about 4,000 in number), there are 20,000 others that elude 
our feeble vision; that in the “milky way” alone there are four million 
stars; and that it takes years, yes, even centuries, for the light of some 
of the most distant stars to reach our earth, even though light travels 
at the amazing speed of 186,000 miles per second! 

“Our radiant sun,’’ says Monsabre, “at a distance of thirty-eight 
millions of leagues (about 92,000,000 miles) touches in some sort the 
boundaries of our sphere... Eight thousand millions of leagues (a 
league is about 2% miles) separate us from the star that is nearest to 
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us. Plunge yourself into the vastness of the firmament, beyond the 
polar star; here is a star which marks one hundred and seventy 
thousand millions of leagues. Farther on, figures become exhausted, 
but science still counts... Great God, what distances! But between 
these distances do you suppose that there is only the cold and dark 
abyss of nothingness? No; the telescope, as it becomes perfected reveals 
to us, beyond the thousands of lights which our eye can distinguish, 
millions and millions of suns, the light whereof, journeying since the 
creation, reaches today where we shall reach tomorrow.” 

The learned men of science have also discovered a singular proper- 
ty in those gigantic stars. Though the greater number of the stars are 
white, like our sun, some are red, others yellow. In a great number of 
binary stars, the two composite stars are different in color; sometimes 
the principal star is yellow and its companion blue. Other times the 
principal star is green and its companion yellow or blue. The cause 
of this fact is unknown. 

During this present life it will always be impossible for man to 
discern the secrets of those stars which move millions of miles from 
our little earth. Are they inhabited by beings like to us? Are they 
the country of creatures nobler and of higher nature than ourselves? 
All is mystery. Once more, then, why this display of creative power? 
What, indeed, can be the mission of these celestial worlds? 

Does not the future glorification of man and of the world resolve 
this difficulty and answer this question? Jesus has promised a mag- 
nificent kingdom to His saints. ‘‘Now, all these creations,’’ says Saint 
John Chrysostom, ‘‘shall become our property, not only as they are 
today, but such as the Divine power and goodness will render them for 
the gratification of the elect.’’ 

If even in its present state the universe so utterly fascinates and 
fills us with awe, what shall it be when it has been transformed and 
brought into harmony with our glorified nature? 

In virtue of the gifts of agility and subtility with which our glori- 
fied bodies will be endowed, we shall be able to visit all those unknown 
worlds and to admire these gigantic creations of God. We shall assist 
at the successive unfolding of the Divine plan, and shall admire the 
harmonious operation of the providential laws and their faultless in- 
terplay. Our eyes, never weary, will wander from masterpiece to mas- 
terpiece, without ever exhausting their endless number. No secret 
will remain hidden from us in the vast spaces of creation. In all crea- 
tures, from the most microscopic to the most gigantic, we shall find, 
indefinitely varied but always fascinating, the imprint of the wisdom, 
power, and goodness of God, and all His Divine perfections. And from 
our enraptured hearts there will rise unceasingly a hymn of praise and 
love and gratitude to our Creator: “O Lord, our Lord, how admirable 
is Thy Name in all the earth! I will give praise to Thee, O Lord, with 
my whole heart: I will relate all Thy wonders. I will be glad and 
rejoice in Thee; I will sing to Thy Name, O Thou most high” (Ps. viii. 
10 & ix. 2-3). To be continued 
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In the World, but Not of the World 
tte 

7 471N November 21st the Church celebrates the Presentation 

MN of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple; that is to say, 

Ss) the offering of herself, the giving of herself to God’s 

XN Ye service, which tradition tells us took place at the early 

age of three years. Mary was then solemnly offered to 

God by the hands of the High Priest, and afterwards lived in the apart- 

ments of the Temple, spending her days in prayer or devoting herself 

to work which pertained to the service and worship of God. This day 

has been chosen most fittingly as the one on which the Oblates of Saint 

Benedict renew their “Act of Oblation,” by which they solemnly 

promise God, in the presence of the priest, to give themselves to His 

service according to the special rule of life outlined for them in their 
Statutes and to seek their higher perfection. 

The Oblates will welcome this opportunity of renewing their 
spiritual oblation, and with it their fervor, for it is necessary for all 
who seek to advance in the spiritual life to stop from time to time 
and give themselves to prayer and recollection, in order to check their 
past fidelity to the ideals that have been proposed for their spiritual 
betterment, and to resolve to aim for an ever more perfect striving 
towards this goal. 

In the silence of the heart, God speaks to the soul and shows what 
may yet be lacking to it, what may yet be necessary to withdraw more 
and more from the spirit of the world, to detach itself and disengage 
its affections from worldly vanities and to deepen its love for the spir- 
itual life and practices. It happens that the feast of the Presentation 
comes, this year, on a Sunday, which lends itself ideally to a day of 
prayer and recollection. 

The life of perfect fidelity and correspondence to God’s grace 
which Mary lived in the Temple is a beautiful model for the Oblates, 
who must ever seek to follow in her footsteps and imitate her virtues. 
In the silence and obscurity of the Temple, the Blessed Virgin made 
great progress in the way of sanctity. Selflessness of purpose, an all- 
embracing charity, and a total sacrifice of herself to God’s will raised 
her quickly to the heights of holiness, and prepared her for the sublime 
grace that was one day to be hers in becoming the Mother of the 
Word-made-Flesh. 

Dedicated to God in somewhat the same manner as their Heavenly 
Mother, the Oblates must ever seek to devote themselves to God's 
service with that same selflessness of purpose, seeking His will always, 
entirely and exclusively. Their one goal is to live for God, even 
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though living in the world, and in this they are mindful that the soul 
of man has been fashioned and formed by God to be His temple. 
They are “in the world, but not of the world,” for they refuse to serve 
it, knowing that it is impossible, as Our Lord Himself assured His 
disciples, to serve two Masters — God and the world. They do not 
give themselves up to two loves — the love of God and self-love; they 
refuse to seek two ends: heaven and earth; God and self. No, they 
strive to seek God exclusively as their King, to whom they render all 
honor and glory. : 

Having dedicated themselves to God they are always mindful of 
the Presence of God, and seek Him and His holy will in every state 
of soul, in consolation or in desolation, in joy or sadness, in strength 
or weakness, in health or sickness. God is always the same, always 
good, always lovable. They are anxious always and at all times to 
“be about their Father’s business,” just as Jesus sought only the glory 
of His Father, just as Mary devoted herself to the service of the Holy 
Child; serving Him faithfully in the trials that His mercy may send, 
loving and blessing His will in trouble and in joy, rejoicing in His 
gifts and graces, loving God for Himself. This service of God is the 
end of their life, of their piety and virtues, of the sacraments they 
receive, of the sacrifices they make. 

It is a service that is entire, without reserve or division, without 
condition or self-interest, a filial service like that of a child in obeying 
its father or mother. And in this striving they find true happiness, 
through their spiritual union with God through charity, through con- 
forming their lives with the principles and ideals outlined in the Gospel, 
and epitomized for them in the Statutes of the Oblates. Their one 
goal is to live for God. Like Mary in the Temple their ears are there- 
fore ever attuned to the voice of God speaking in their heart, and their 
wills are ever ready faithfully to correspond with the graces lavished 
on them. Theirs is an earnest striving for perfection, but at the same 
time it is a road to happiness — for this goal is reached by the same 
methods. Perfection is the way to happiness on earth and the way to 
eternal happiness in heaven. We can understand this best, perhaps, by 
reflecting that perfection and happiness are the two outstanding quali- 
ties of the blessed in heaven. Hence to seek perfection is to seek and 
obtain happiness both here and hereafter. And this is the life-aim of 
the Oblates, the aim that is once more placed before them in the re- 
newal of their Act of Oblation. 

Those interested in becoming Oblates of St. Benedict may apply to any 
Benedictine Abbey, preferably one in their own locality. Our booklet, “Daily 


Manual for Oblates,” gives a full explanation of what an Oblate is and what 
the spiritual obligations and advantages are. Price, 15¢ 
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Little Louvers’ League 


HE month of November, with its devotion to the holy souls, 
comes again to remind us to pray for these suffering mem- 
bers of the great family of Jesus Christ. The holy souls 
in purgatory are very dear to God, because of all the graces 

and merits they have won and can never lose, and because of the keen 
sufferings they are now bearing with such heavenly patience in their 
love of Him and their desire to be more worthy of Him. Our Blessed 
Mother watches over them with a mother’s holy anxiety while the last 
faint traces and shades of sin fade off from each beautiful soul. She 
longs for the moment when all shall be paid, and these dear children 
of hers may be received into their long-looked-for happiness. St. 
Joseph, too, the special patron of these patient holy souls, is eagerly 
looking forward to the moment when he may welcome them into heav- 
en. So do you not think that God and Our Blessed Mother and St. 
Joseph will repay with many graces and favors those who by their 
generous sacrifices and prayers hasten the moment which they all so 
ardently desire? Yes, indeed, for the poor souls themselves will ask 
them to give many graces to those who pray for them now while they 
are suffering in purgatory. 

Holy Church encourages Catholics to be especially mindful of 
the poor souls on All Souls’ Day, November 2, by assisting at Holy 
Mass and receiving Holy Communion for them. So anxious is she 
to help them that she has her priests say three Holy Masses on this 
day, the only day of the year, except Christmas, when they may do so. 
Besides, she encourages families or members of families, to assist at 
Holy Mass as often as possible during the month, and to gain indul- 
gences for the holy souls. On all Souls’ Day, each time you make a 
visit to a church and devoutly recite the Our Father, Hail Mary, and 
Glory be to the Father, six times, for the intentions of the Holy Father, 
you may gain an indulgence that will obtain the release of a poor 
soul from purgatory. 

November Ist is the feast of All Saints, and a holy day of ob- 
ligation, as you know. The saints in heaven pray for us; we pray 
for the poor souls, and for one another. In this way all of us are 
united in the “Communion of Saints.” This feast honors all the saints 
in heaven, even those whose names are not known. Among them may 
very likely be the grandfathers and grandmothers and other relatives 
of some of our Little Lovers. The special feast days of the saints are 
scattered throughout the year. Among all the citizens of heaven, both 
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angels and saints, the Mother of Jesus comes first; she is heaven’s 
Queen. To her, as Mother of God, we owe special honor. The feast 
of her Presentation in the Temple, when she was three years old, comes 
November 21st. Another feast honoring her is the feast of the Miracu- 
lous Medal, November 27th. St. Catherine Laboure, who was canonized 
in July, 1947, by Pope Pius XII, gave us the Miraculous Medal. The 


following sketch will tell you something about this saint. 


St. Catherine Laboure 


T. Catherine Laboure is a very ‘“‘new”’ saint in the sense that she 

was declared a saint only last year. But she died nearly seventy- 
two years ago. She should appeal to all who love Our Blessed Mother. 
Her own devotion to the Mother of God goes back to her early child- 
hood. She was the ninth child in a happy family of eleven children, 
and lived on a farm near the village of Fain-les-Moutiers, in France. 
Her pet name was Zoe. Zoe was about nine years old when her mother 
died. The little girl was filled with grief, but going to a statue of 
the Blessed Virgin which stood in the kitchen of her home, she put her 
arms around it and begged the Blessed Virgin to be a mother to her 
now. Zoe’s Heavenly Mother, the Consoler of the Afflicted, watched 
over her tenderly during her childhood and all through her life, and 
bestowed remarkable favors on her. 

Zoe was a very good child and everyone loved her. Her older 
brothers and sisters left home, one by one, to seek an education or to 
take up some kind of work. One sister became a teacher, another 
joined the Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, and her brothers 
followed different trades. Only her father and the two youngest chil- 
dren remained at home and Zoe became their devoted, wise and ca- 
pable housekeeper. She won the admiration of all who knew her be- 
cause of her virtues. Besides doing the cooking, washing and manag- 
ing at home, she found time to visit the sick and to take them little 
dainties she had made. She made a visit to the village church every 
day, and in the quiet evening spent happy moments before the Blessed 
Sacrament and in the chapel of Our Lady, praying her Rosary and 
other simple prayers. 

From the time of her First Communion, at the age of twelve years, 
Zoe wanted very much to become a Sister of Charity like her older 
sister, When she was eighteen a strange thing happened to her. One 
day, while visiting the church, she saw in a kind of dream an old 
priest, who told her that some day she would be happy to come to 
him and that God had great plans for her. Some time later Zoe saw 
a picture of this holy priest, and learned that it was St. Vincent de 
Paul, the founder of the Sisters of Charity. There were many things 
which kept Zoe from following her vocation. She was needed at home 
and her father did not wish her to go. But at last God’s grace won, 
and she entered the convent of the Sisters of Charity. It was here 
that she received the name of Catherine. 

Not long afterward, she had the great happiness of seeing Our 
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Blessed Mother in a vision. Mary came to her at three different times, 
and asked her to have a medal made in honor of her Immaculate Con- 
ception. The Blessed Mother told Sister Catherine just how the medal 
Was to be made and said she wanted her to tell others about it. She 
promised special blessings to those who would wear it on a chain or 
ribbon around their neck. 

St. Catherine also encouraged devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
through the association known as the “Children of Mary Immaculate.” 
But all the time only one or two persons knew that Catherine was 
the person to whom the Blessed Virgin had revealed this medal. She 
was so humble that she kept it a deep secret, and for forty-six years 
she worked as an ordinary Sister, sometimes in the laundry, some- 
times in the kitchen, or looking after poor men who found a lodg- 
ing near the convent. In her old age, she suffered from the very 
painful disease of arthritis, but kept on working wherever she was: 
needed. 

To all appearances Sister Catherine Laboure was just one among 
many Sisters, and she did not make herself noticeable in anything. She 
was a hard worker, earnest in her prayers, very faithful in keeping the 
rules, easy to live with, easy to please, and always willing to sacri- 
fice herself. She loved the Miraculous Medal and used it much among 
the poor. When Pope Pius XII delivered the address at her canoni- 
zation, in 1947, he said we should look to St. Catherine as an example 
of ardent and active devotion to Our Blessed Mother, and imitate her 
in her love of humility, simplicity and purity. 

Like a hidden violet, sweetening all her surroundings with the 
perfume of her virtues, St. Catherine lived a saintly life in the con- 
vent until on . December 31, 1876, she left this earth to contemplate the 
heavenly beauty of Mary Immaculate, whom she loved so tenderly here 
below. 


The Miraculous Medal 


The Miraculous Medal, which was revealed to St. Catherine, bears 
on one side an image of Our Blessed Mother, with the words encircling 
it: ‘“‘O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee!’”’ On the other side is the letter M with a cross and twelve stars 
and beneath are the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Those who wear this 
medal may gain many indulgences, and many remarkable favors have 
been obtained through it. In order to gain the indulgences, however, 
one must first be enrolled in the medal by a Vincentian priest or by 
any priest who has obtained the permission to do so. 


Practice: Honor the Blessed Virgin Mary and the saints by imi- 
tating them in loving God. Ask your patron saint to help you love 
Jesus more and to work for Him. Resolve to pray for the poor souls 
each day this month. The indulgenced aspiration may be said several 
times daily for them. 


Aspiration: O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee, (300 days indulgence.) 








224 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Europe’s War-Victims Still Need Our Help 
0-O-0-O-0-O-o- 


OOD, clothing, medicine and other necessary articles are 
still needed in Europe by the many Priests, Sisters, or- 
phans, D.P.’s and others who daily appeal to us in 
great numbers. Many are still dependent upon the peo- 
ple of more fortunate countries to tide them over 
this awful crisis of suffering and privation through 
which they have been passing these last few years. Please 

God, the Marshall Plan and other agencies will in time help them to 
become self-supporting once more, but in the meantime they depend 
for their very existence upon the charitable help of others. At the 
present time they are again faced by the bitter cold of winter, which 
doubles their sufferings and will claim many lives if help does not 
come soon. 

The charity of many of our dear readers in the matter of sending 
used clothing and shoes, money-offerings for food, etc., has been ad- 
mirable, and we know that in transmitting the gratitude of the re- 
cipients for the assistance thus rendered we are at the same time 
voicing the gratitude of the compassionate Heart of Jesus, who regards 
as done to Himself whatever is done to the least of His brethren. May 
we hope that those who can do so will continue the good work of send- 
ing alms, clothing, etc. to us to be forwarded? 
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